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The Japanese expressive modifier baka: Its form-meaning correspon-
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R E (R R
The English noun-modifying expressive modifier damn can express not only a speaker’ s negative
attitude toward the target expressed in a noun but also the speaker’ s negative attitude toward
an entire proposition (= propositional reading) (e.g., Potts 2005; Gutzmann 2019). In this
presentation, I investigate the Japanese noun-modifying expressive modifier baka ‘stupid’ in the

form X-no baka and argue that unlike the English expressive modifier damn, it simultaneously
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conveys a negative attitude toward an individual expressed in a noun and an entire event related
to the individual within a single reading. I argue that the expressive use of baka develops as a
result of its interpretation as a stage-level predicate representing a temporal property (Carlson
1977). In this presentation, I also look at the case where X-no baka is placed in a non-subject
position and claim that in that case, X-no baka does not semantically scope over an entire event
but rather makes reference to X’ s contextually salient event and conveys the speaker’ s negative
evaluation of X and of the event related to X. By assuming an implicit event, I demonstrate that
essentially the same semantic mechanism applies when baka appears in a non-subject position
as when it appears in a subject position. This presentation clarifies that there is a new type of

expressive modifier in natural language: a dual-expressive modifier.
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